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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following diſcourſe being part 


of ſeveral ſermons, delivered to the 
author's own congregation about ſix years 
ago, was not compoſed with a view to 
publication. But, ſince he thought of it 
for this anniverſary, abridgement was 


the chief alteration he endeavoured to 


make. By this means, a great many 
doQrinal enlargements, as well as prac- 
tical inferences, are left out. And though 
the whole, even of this abridgement, was 
not delivered, nothing is now added but 


what appeared needful to finiſh the ar- 
gument. 


The Converſion of the GEN TIL ES 2luſtrated. 


A 
| : 
S E R M O N 
| 316 | 
ON | 
| | 
MATTHEW chap. viii. ver. 11. | J 


I say unTo You, THAT MANY SHALL. COME 
FROM THE EAST AND WEST, AND SHALL SIT 

DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAc, AND Ja- 
COB, IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 


N OTHING can be more encouraging to 


Chriſtians, in the performance of duty, 

than God's promiſe of ſucceſs; and, as 
no part of holy obedience is more intereſting 
than humble endeavours toward the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel, no duties have greater va- 
riety of engaging promiſes annexed to them. 

If the deſign of our meeting be to recom- 

| mend ſuch generous endeavours, as well as to 
pray for a bleſſing upon them, the propriety of 
eſſaying to illuſtrate this paſſage, will bear no 
diſpute. 25" 

Our Lord, who improved every occurrence 
in providence for the inſtruction of mankind, 
took an opportunity, from the faith of a Roman 
officer, to inform the world, what vaſt deſigns 
of grace his heavenly Father had in reſerve to- 
ward Gentile ſinners; and theſe chearing and 
charming news he hath tranſmitted to us in the 
words of our text. 

If the words are a prophecy, in delivering it, 
our Lord acted as the great Prophet of his church; 
but if a promiſe, in making it, he acted as God 
our Saviour, though dwelling in fleſh ; than 


either 


2 


either of which views, nothing can be more ex- 
preſſive of the obligations we are under, by a 
believing dependence, to give him the glory of 
his faithfulneſs. Doth the Prince of the kings 
of the earth ſpeak? And ſhall we not hear! 
Doth wiſdom lift up her voice? And ſhall we 
not regard ! 


What we propoſe, through divine aid, is, 


To illuſtrate the deſigns of Grace upon 
* Gentile ſinners, expreſſed in this paſlage, 
„ with a view to animate your endeavours to- 
* ward the propagation of Chriftian know- 
* ledge among them.“ 


Though God hath ſecured the end by im- 
mutable promiſes, duty upon our part is not 
the leſs incumbent, Though he“ will have all 
men to be ſaved,” means of bringing them 
to the knowledge of the truth (a)” are never- 
theleſs to be uſed. And though ſaving conver- 
ſion is effected excluſively by himſelf we are, in 
a way of duty, to be“ workers together with 
«han (9) 

That God had deſigns of grace upon Gen- 
tile ſinners, while they made no part of his 
church, and were not called by his name, ap- 
pears from their being brought, once and 
again, into the line which terminated in the 
Meſſiah, and thereby becoming ſuch neceſſary 
Iinks in the genealogical chain from Abraham 
to Chriſt, that without them, the connection 
would have been broken, the chain incomplete: 
Accordmgly we find Thamar a Syrian (c), 
Rachab a Canaanite (4), and Ruth a Moabite 3 
all Gentiles, to whom originally pertained nei- 

ther 


fa) 1 Tim. ii. 4. (b) LET: 1. (c) Mat. i 3, 
{d) Mat, i. 5. (% Ibid. 


ther che adoption nor the — "Ml numbered 3 a- 
mong the anceſtors of Joſeph N. 

The deſigns of Grace under conſideration are 
ſtill more evident from many expreſs atteſta- 
tions of ſcripture. © I] will give thee,” ſaid the 
Father to his Anointed, “ the heathen for thine 
« inheritance, and the utterinoſt; parts of the earth 
for thy poſſeſſion (a). The abundance of the 
« ſea ſhall be converted unto thee; the forces 
« of the Geatiles ſhall come unto thee (.“ 
And, « From the riſing of the ſun, even unto 
the going down of the ſame, my name,” faith 
the Lord, © ſhall be great among the Gen- 
« tiles (05 When therefore the time was ful- 
filled, Paul ſaid to the Jews at Rome, „The 
« ſalvation of God is ſent unto the Gentiles, 
and they will hear it (@),” 

Ihe commiſſion which our Lord firſt gave 
to his Apoſtles contained, indeed, a clauſe 
which ſeemed unfavourable for the nations : 
« Go not,” ſaid he,“ into the way of the Gen- 
tiles; and into any city of the Samaritans, enter 
« ye not (e).“ But then, as the head of apo- 
ſtolic authority, he took ſuch ſteps in the exer- 
ciſe of his perſonal miniſtry, as plainly ſhewed, 
that both Gentiles and Samaritans were even- 
tually to partake of the common ſalvation. As 
to the Gentiles, we are informed by one Evan: 
geliſt, that Jeſus ſhewed judgment unto them, 
and cauſed them to truſt in his name (, of 
which the converſion of the Syrophœnician wo- 
man was a ſtriking inſtance (g). And with re- 
ſpect to the Samaritans, another Evangeliſt hath 
aſſured 


* Theſe Gentiles were no leſs among the anceſtors of 
Mary; for, from Abraham to David, the line is the ſame as 
to both, | | 

(a) Pſal. ii. 8. (6) Ifa. Is. 5. , Mal. i. Its 
(4) Acts xxviii, 28. [e Mat, x. 5. % Nat. xi. 28, Fe 
Matth. xy, 21, LO 


aſſured us, that by the interpoſition of Imma- 
nuel's grace, many of them were ſpeedily, but 
ſavingly, converted: He told me,” ſaid one, 
« all things that ever I did;” and, We be- 
* lieve,” ſaid numbers, for we have heard him 
* ourſelves (a).“ 

Nor is this only the doctrine of ſcripture in 
general, but undoubtedly the meaning of this 
paſlage in particular. The faith, you ſee, of a 
Gentile gave riſe to the declaration before us: 
« I have not” ſaid our bleſſed Lord “ found ſo 
great faith, no, not in Iſrael (b).” And the 
Jews are called © the children of the king- 
dom (c),“ to diſtinguiſh them from the peo- 
ple who ſhould “come from the eaſt and the 
*weſt;” and, as it is in the parallel paſlage, from 
the north and ſouth (d).“ 

This very circumſtance of their coming from 
the four cardinal points, is a corroborative evi- 
dence, that Gentile ſinners are particularly in- 
tended. Let the redeemed of the Lord, ſays the 
prophet, celebrate his mercy, who © gathered 
them out of the lands, from the eaſt and from 
« the weſt, from the north and from the 
« ſouth (2);” plainly intimating that ſinners, 
not only in Judea, where the poſterity of Jacob 
then chiefly reſided, but in all parts of the 
world, ſhould be the ſubjects of converting grace. 

If they are to come from all quarters, our 
Lord's words intimate deſigns of grace upon 
Gentile ſinners near Capernaum, where he had 
this interview with the centurion; which be- 
gan to appear, not long after, in the converſion 
of Cornelius and his friends at Ceſarea to the 
Chriſtian faith (/). 

They intimate deſigns of Grace upon Gentile 

ſinners 


{a} John iv, 29. 42. (b) Matth. viii. 10. (c) Mid. 
ver. 12. (4, Luke xii. 29. (e ) Pfal, cyii. 3. (f) Acts x. 


ſinners whoſe reſidence was far from Galilee; for 
God hath ſaid, I will bring thy ſeed from the 
« eaſt, and gather thee from the weſt; I will ſay 


« to the north, Give up; and to the ſouth; 


« Keep not back; bring my ſons from far, and 
my daughters from the ends of the earth (a).“ 
Accordingly, having eſtabliſhed a connection 
between the mean and the end, he made pro- 
viſion that the former ſhould be ſent where-ever 
the latter was to be effected, ſaying to the A- 
poſtles, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the goſpel to every creature (b);” and afterwards 
to Paul, « Depart, for I will ſend thee far hence 
* unto the Gentiles oy | 

They intimate deſigns of Grace upon Gentile 
ſinners inhabiting continental countries. Theſe, 
as diſtinguiſhed from the other parts of this 
globe, were probably in his eye, who faid, 
The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the 
« eyes of all nations, and all the ends of the earth 
« ſhall ſee the ſalvation of our God (d).“ 

And they intimate deſigns of Grace upon 
Gentile ſinners who inhabit the ies in the ſea. 
« My righteouſneſs is near,” faith the Lord, 
* my falvation is gone forth, and mine arm 
« ſhall judge the people; the iſles ſhall wait up- 
on me, and on mine arm ſhall they truſt (e).“ 
And again, it is promiſed, that © men ſhall wor- 
« ſhip” the Lord, „every one from his place; 
« even all the iſles of the heathen (/); among 
which the happy ifle where our lot is caſt was 
doubtleſs numbered. 


But if Gentile ſinners are to be gathered 


*« from the eaſt and weſt, the north and ſouth,” 
our Lord's words are further expreſſive of gra- 
cious deſigns upon them, as diſtinguiſhed 


(a) Iſa. xliii. 5. 6. (3) Mark xvi. 15. (c) Acts xxii. 21. 
(@) Iſa, lu. 10. (e) Iſa. Ii. 5. (/) Zeph. ü. 11. 
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by whatever outward circumſtances. As diſtin- 
guiſhed, for inſtance, by nation and lan- 


guage; for he who cannot lie hath ſaid, I will 


gather all nations and tongues, and they ſhall 
come and ſee my glory (a):” As diſtinguiſh- 
ed by features and complex1on; for in the pro- 
phetical words of David, we are aflured, that 
« Ethiopia ſhall ſoon ſtretch out her hands to 
„God (b);” pointing doubtleſs at the numerous, 
the numberleſs ſwarthy tribes, which inhabit 
different countries through Africa, Aſia, and A- 
merica: And diſtinguiſhed by their rank and 
ſtation in the world. With reſpect to the in- 
ferior tribes of men, it is promiſed, not only 
that „the deaf ſhall hear the words of the book, 
« and the eyes of the blind ſee out of obſcuri- 
* ty and out of darkneſs; but that « the meek 
* alſo ſhall increaſe their joy in the Lord, and 
the poor among men rejoice in the holy ONE 
« of Iſrael (c).” And with regard to thoſe in 
higher life, Kings themſelves,” ſays the Father 
to his Son, or church, “ ſhall come to the bright- 
* neſs of thy riſing (d).“ Though not many, 
according to Paul, yet, from this prediction, it 
appears, that ſome wiſe men after the fleſh, /ome 
mighty, and /ome noble ſhould be called (e). 
Moreover, If Gentile ſinners are to be ga- 
thered from the four winds, our Lord's words 
are an intimation, that ſome who were moſt 
unlikely, who laboured under the greateſt diſ- 
advantages, and were loaded with the moſt e- 
normous crimes, {ſhould eventually be the ſub- 
jects of redeeming grace. Accordingly, of the 
converts of Corinth, we are told, that ſome 
were “ fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effemi- 
nate, abuſers of themſelyes with mankind, 
ſe thieves, 


; 1 Iſa. 1 18. (5) Pſal, Ixviii. 3. (c) Iſa, xzix. 19, 
F ( ; 


Ha, Ix. 3, (e) 1 Cor. i. 26, 
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« thieves, covetons, drunkards, revilers, and 
_ « extortioners (a).“ And of the Gentile con- 
verts at Epheſus, that they © were dead in treſ- 
« paſles and fins; that they walked in them ac- 
«* cording to the courſe of this world; and that 


« they were without Chriſt, aliens from the 


* commonwealth of Ifrael, ſtrangers from the 
«* convenants of promiſe, having no hope, and 
«* without God in the world (0). 5 

As our Lord, in this paſſage, evidently ſpeaks 
of gracious deſigns upon the Gentiles, ſo he aſ- 
ſures us, that not one, or a few, but many ſuch 
thould reap the benefit of them. They may 
not be many from each of the quarters we have 
mentioned; they may not be many 1n particu- 
lar kingdoms or generations; they may not be 
many 1n our own day, at leaſt, according to our 
apprehenſion ; and they will not be many when 
compared with the unholy tribes with whom 
they are mingled in their ſeveral generations: But 
when gathered into one, when fully aſſembled 
in the realms of bliſs, they ſhall make a moſt 
reſpectable appearance, ſhall ſwell to an innu- 
merable concourſe. Beſides the hundred forty 
and four thoufand which were ſealed, the A- 
poſtle « beheld a great multitude which no man 
could number, of all nations and kindreds, 
* and people and tongues,” ſtanding “before 
the throne of God, and before the Lamb (c).“ 

The argument however for «ſtimulating your 
* endeavours toward the propagation of Chri- 
* ſtian knowledge among the Gentiles,” will ap- 
pear in a ſtill ſtronger light, when the richneſs 
of the bleſſing here promiſed is duly attended 
unto, Many ſhall come,” ſaid the incompara- 


ble Preacher,“ from the eaſt and weſt, and Hall 
« ft 


(a) 1 Cor, vi. 9, &c. (5) Eph. ii. 1. &c. (e) Rev. vii. 9. 


1 


« fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the 
« kingdom of heaven.” 

If, in ordinary caſes, our zeal for the intereſt 
of others be greater or leſſer, according to the 
1mportance of the end which we propoſe to 
accompliſh by the exerciſe of it, in the preſent 
caſe, it behoved, upon that principle, to riſe to 
the higheſt pitch. | 

If converting our fellow-men from Heathen- 
iſm to Chriſtianity in general, or to any one 
diſtinguiſhing mode of religion in particular, 
was all that our Lord's words encouraged us to 
aſpire after, the argument would be greatly 
weakened ; becauſe ſuch converſions may be 
frequent where regeneration is not known: But 
converſion, in its largeſt ſenſe, as comprehending 
a gracious, a ſcriptural, and ſaving 3 be- 
ing the privilege wrapped up in the boſom of 
this text, no zeal can be too keen, no ambition 
too high, no endeavours too great, in order to 
the accompliſhment of it. | 

With reſpect to their coming from all quar- 
ters, we beg your attention to this general ob- 
ſervation, That God having connected the mean 
and the end inſeparably together, if the means 
of converſion are not ſent where the ſinners 
comprehended in this promiſe reſide, they ſhall 
be brought where the way to the kingdom of 
God is known. | 

Nothing to this purpoſe can be imagined more 
remarkable, than the repair of ſinners out of all 
nations to Jeruſalem, when the time to favour 
Zion, by the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, was 
fully come (a). Had thoſe people (whether they 
were Jews or Gentiles) remained in their native 
countries, the knowledge of ſalvation would 
not then have reached them; but becauſe they 

were 


(a) As ii. 5, 


'Y - 


were to be converted at Jeruſalem; on the day 
of Pentecoſt, they were previouſly brought, in 
the providence of God; to that happy place. 

The Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and others, 

came, from their reſpective countries, to dwell 
at Jernſalem, from ſecular, poſſibly, as well as 
religious views; but God brought them, that 
he might fulfil, in thouſands (a) at once, the 
good pleaſure of his goodneſs *. If they, for 
inſtance, had the Nen of trade in their 
eye, God had the more noble purpoſe in his, of 
putting the © pearl of great price” into their 
poſſeſſion: If they came to amaſs earthly riches, 
he brought them, that “ durable riches and 
«* righteouſheſs” might be enjoyed by them; 
and if they came for the benefit of dwelling at 
the metropolis of Judea, God brought them, 
that they might become “ fellow-citizens with 
the ſaints,” and belong to “ the houſehold of 
„faith.“ 
But thongh ſuch Gentile ſinners as are com- 
prehended in this promiſe, reſide where the 
light of the goſpel ſhines,—if their converſion 
is to be effected by other means than what they 
have acceſs to,—without deſign in them, they 
ſhall be removed to the very place where that 
_ {hall be enjoyed, and crowned with ſuc- 
ceis. 

The Rory of Oneſimus (0), we take to be a 
ſtriking inſtance of this.—In the family of Phi- 
lemon, he had near acceſs to the means of 
grace: But the God of falvation, intending to 
B convert 


* This piece of hiſtory is not quoted as an inſtance of 
God's hringing Gentile ſinners to the means of converlion, 
becauſe molt, if not all of theſe might be Jews or proſelites; 
only as a general example of the wiſdom of providence in 
making che places of mens abode ſubſervient to their con- 
Ver ſion. 


(a) Acts i, 41. (5) ilem. 


KV 


convert him by the nfiniſtry of another, per- 
mittea that unworthy ſlave to leave Philemon's 
ſervice, and retire to Rome, where Paul, while 
in bonds, was the inſtrument of bringing him 
to the ſaving knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Oneſimus, having made this elopement, 
went to Rome, that he might be freed from a 
temporary ſervitude ; but God brought him 
there, that he might ſet him free from the worſe 
than Egyptian ſlavery of fin. He went thither 
in quelt of licentious liberty; but God brought. 
him, that he might endow him with the glo- 
rious liberty of his own children. ThE wretch 
went to Rome, that his perhdious character, 
as a purloiner of his maſter's goods, might be 
concealed; but God brought him, that he 
might awaken his guilty conſcience, and reduce 
him to the bleſſed neceſſity of condemning him- 
ſelf. And while Oneſimus retired to Rome, 
that he might evade Philemon's ſearch, and e- 
ſcape the puniſhment due to his crimes,—O, 
how rich the grace! God brought him, that 
he might deliver him from the wrath to come, 
and recommend him, as a fellow-Chriſtian, to 
his injured maſter for ever. 

If, therefore, ſinners take up their reſidence, 
with a view to nothing higher than conve- 
niences and advantages of an outward nature, 
and their converſion take place by means which 
they could not otherwiſe have had accels to: 
If they attend a particular ordinance with no 
nobler view than to amuſe themſelves, gratify 
curioſity, meet with an acquaintance, ſet a 
tryſt, tranſact buſineſs, acquire a name, or, poſ- 
ſibly, to appear in their beſt cloaths;—and God 
be pleaſed to make that very ordinance; effec- 
tual to their ſalvation :—Or, though they repair 
to ordinances with the pitiful view of ſcoffing 
at the preacher, making merry with the per- 

tormance, 
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formance, or turning the ſeriouſneſs of others 
into ridicule;—and God apprehend them by 
his grace: In all ſuch inſtances, their coming is 
a partial fulfilment of our Lord's promiſe in the 
text, though a fulfilment of it which the e- 
vent alone can interprete. 

Having made this general obſervation, — that 
« you may be the more induced to uſe the 
« means of propagating Chriſtian knowledge,” 
we ſhall endeavour, more explicitly, to illuftrate 
the import of their coming from the eaſt and 
« the weſt,” as a bleſſing here promiſed, with 
reſpect to Gentile finners:—In how far con- 
nected with their fitting “ down in the king- 
dom of heaven,” —it ſeems to comprehend— 
their coming to themſelves, to Chriſt, to the com- 
munion of the church on earth, and, in due time, 
to the triumphant church in heaven, where the pa- 
triarchs and all the prophets have, long ago, fat 
down. l 

Under the influence of this promiſe, Gentile 
ſinners ſhall come to themſelves. Before the day- 
ſpring from on high ariſe, they are generally 
ſo loſt in brutal 1gnorance, that it has been 
found neceſſary for the ſervants of God in the 
goſpel of his dear Son, — firſt to make men, be- 
fore they could attempt to make Chriſtians, of 
them *. And with reſpect to the concerns 
of eternity, the unconverted part of mankind, 
without exception, are no . them- 


ſelves, 
®* The following extract from Mather's life of Mr John 
Elliot paſtor of the church at Roxburgh in N Fngland, 
juſtifies this obſervation. —** He had,” ſays Mr Mather, © a 
* double work incumbent on him ;—he was to make men 
* of them, ere he could hope to ſee them ſaints; they mult 
e be civilized, ere they could be Chriſtianized — To think 
on raiſing a number of theſe hideous creatures unto the 
e elevation of our holy religion, malt argue more than 
common ſentiments in the undertaker,”— This happen». 
ed anno 1646. 


= 


— _ 


ſelves, than thoſe deprived of reaſon, in the 
common affairs of life. As mad people may 
imagine that their circumſtances are opulent 
and gay, while they are clothed in rags, meagre 
through faſting, or galled with fetters;—unre- 
generated perſons may make a very falſe eſti- 
mate of their ſituation, and dream of a ſtate 
from which they are greatly removed. 'They 
may think, that they © are rich, and increaſed 
« with goods, and have need of nothing ;” 
while how melancholly, how fatal the delu- 
ſion! they “ know not that they are poor, and 
« miſerable, and wretched, and blind, and na- 
« ked (a).“ Under this promiſed influence, 
however, as the ſuppoſed prodigal in the para- 
ble, upon coming to himſelf, ſaw that he ſtarved, 
while his father's ſervants had abundance (6), 
Gentile ſinners ſhall make many intereſting 
diſcoveries. They ſhall ſee their natural de- 
pravity, their actual provocation, their unſpeak- 
able loſs, their imminent danger; and, upon 
all theſe accounts, they ſhall feel heart-bitter- 
neſs, and groan under it. | | 
Having come to themſelves, they ſhall like- 
wiſe come to Chriſt, Conviction, without con- 
verſion, would be no privilege; and therefore 
the latter, as well as the former, is ſecured to 
the Gentiles by this promiſe. Though never 
ſo ſenſible of their guilty and periſhing ſtate, 
„the God of this world” may continue to 
blind their minds, and“ the light of the glori- 
* ous goſpel” may not © thine unto them (c):“ 
but God, mindful of his grace and truth, ſhall 
ſhine in their hearts, and give them“ the light 
of the knowledge of his glory, in the face 
Car Jens Chritfd),,”t ohh | 


In 
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In this light, they ſhall clearly ſee,—that there 
is life in Chriſt for them; that they may be 
ſaved, without prejudice to the ſacred honours 
of law and juſtice; thats as finners, independent 
of every thing elſe, the word of ſalvation is 
addreſſed to them; that grace for determining 
and enabling them to beheve, 1s a part of the 
offered ſalvation; and that believing is not only 
the mean, but one ſpecial evidence of mens intereſt 
in the goſpel Saviour. a 

Such views ſhall influence their wills ef- 
fectually, as to make the divine interpoſition 
quite evident; but /o feeetly, that their com- 
pliance ſhall he as properly their own act, as if 
no power from on high were exerted for that 
purpoſe at all. 

Thus illuminated and conſtrained, there is no 
part of the record, concerning Chriſt, but 
what they believe; no part of his ſalvation, but 
what they pant after; no duty in the Chriſtian 
life, but what they approve of; no trial in the 
Chriſtian lot, but what they are reconciled to: 
nor any thing in the whole plan of grace, but 
what appears in ſuch a hght,—ſo ordered and 
ſure, that without exception, it is all their ſal- 
vation, and all their deſire. 

Beſides coming to themſelves, and to Chriſt, 
Gentile finners ſhall, under the influence of pro- 
miſed grace, come to a vital communion with the 
church of God upon earth. It is not our preſent 
buſineſs to enumerate the various denomina- 
tions by which different churches are diſtin- 
guiſhed; nor to determine which of thoſe many 
diſtinctions are moſt characteriſtical of the tru- 
ly New Teſtament church :—Perhaps, in the 
greater part, ſomething excellent might be 
found;—and by collecting together the ſeveral 
excellencies, for which various ' denominations 
of churches are moſt remarkable, for aught 

we 
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we know, ſomething neareſt to the New Teſta- 
ment pattern might be produced, But, as this 
is not to be expected, —churches with defects 
and blemiſhes may, upon the whole, be allowed 
to bear the name; and therefore, in capital ar- 
ticles, Gentile converts may hold communion 
with one or other of them. 

Without ſuch allowance, there could be no 
church-communion at all; for, with whatever 
preciſion the choice is made, Will any one, who 
thinks for himſelf, venture to affirm, that, a- 
mong the Chriſtians with whom he is denomi- 
nated, there 1s nothing exploded, which he 
would not chearfully adopt; nor adopted, which 
he would not have all freedom to explode? 
Sooner may we expect to ſee a whole nation of 
the ſame ſtature and complex1on, than to find 
a whole church, upon earth, viewing doctrine 
and worſhip, diſcipline and government, pre- 
ciſely in the ſame point of light. 

What, therefore, we intend by the church of 
Chriſt with whom true converts will readily, 
muſt neceſſarily, hold communion, is the body 
of real ſaints, where-ever they are ſcattered, 
however they are denominated, and by what- 
ever uneſſential modes in religion they are di- 
ſtinguiſhed from one another. 

With ſuch perſons Gentile ſinners will have 
one hope (a) or inheritance in view ;—one Lord, 
by a joint acknowledgement of Chriſt's divini- 
ty, by calling him Lord and Mafter, doing the 
things which he hath commanded, and avail- 
ing as much from his kingly as from his pro- 
phetical or prieſtly office ;—one faith, or ſyſtem 
of Chriſtian doctrines, to contend earneſtly 
for () ;—one baptiſm, agreeing as to the author 
and ends, however they may differ as to the 

manner, 


(s) Eph. ir. 4. 7. (3) Jude 3. 


manner, or proper ſubjects, of that ordinance; 
and, by the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in them, 
they ſhall claim intereſt in ne God, and glory in 
him as their Father (a). 
Having thus been “ made to drink into one 
« ſpirit,” they ſhall have fellowſhip together, 
not only in love to God for what he is, and 
hath done, but in fervent love toward all his 
children, and hearty concern that finners, by 
genuine converſion, may ſpeedily be numbered 
with them. 
Gentile ſinners, under the influence of this 
promiſe, ſhall come to heaven itſelf. They ſhall 
come, by a ſcriptural perſeverance in the gra- 
cious ſtate, temper, and practice condeſcended 
upon, until their connections with mortality be 
looſed. That they ud perſevere, appears from 
the exhortation to be « ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, 
« always abounding in the work of the Lord (6).” 
That they may perſevere, is evident from the 
example of thoſe who drew not © back to per- 
« dition, but” believed “ to the ſaving of the 
« ſoul (c).“ —That they muſt perſevere, or come 
ſhort of eternal life, cannot be diſputed, “if 
« he,” only, „that endureth to the end, ſhall 
« be ſaved (d). —Nay, that they Hall perſevere, 
is put beyond doubt by the promiſe in our text; 
proviſion being made for their acceſſion to the 
kingdom, every intermediate pre- requiſite muſt 
neceſſarily be included. | | 
They ſhall come by progreſs and advance- 
ment. The life of grace is progreſſive in its 
own nature thoſe who are animated with it 
fit not ſtill, as if they © had attained, or were 
already perfect (e);ꝰ — they: advance really, 
though they ſhould not always be ſenſible of it, 
toward © the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 
| « nets 
(4) Gal, iv. 6. (5) 1 Cor. xv. 58, (c) Heb. x. 39- 
{d) Matth. x. 22. (e) Philip. iii, 12. OY 
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« neſs of Chriſt (a), in which their conviction, 
converſion, and Chriftian fellowſhip, ſhall final- 
ly iſſue.— The propreety of aſpiring after ſuch holy 
progreſs, is aſcertained by the exhortation to 
„grow in grace (b).” — The pgſſibility of it is 
fully vouched by the experience of Paul and 
the believing Romans, whoſe “ ſalvation,” at 
every after period, was proportionally “ nearer 
„than when” they firſt “ believed (c). And 
the certainty of it manifeſtly declared in the 


words of grace under conſideration ;—where a 


term, expreſſive of progreſs, is emphatically 
made uſe of; they ſhall come (d), i. e. from one 
ſtage to another, until they arrive at the king- 
dom, 

They ſhall come, not only by perſeverance 
and progreſs in the paths of righteouſneſs, but 
by the tranſlation of their pardoned, ranſomed 
ſouls, at the hour of death, into the palaces of 
ſalvation. They will be eſcorted “ by angels, in- 
to Abraham's boſom (e); an entrance ſhall be 
« miniſtred unto?” them “ abundantly into the 
« everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
« Jeſus Chriſt (F):”—And the very day” that 
the taper of life is extinguiſhed, their ſouls ſhall 
be with him “ in paradiſe (g).“ 

In a word, they ſhall come, by the tranſlation 
of their bodies, alſo, at the reſurrection of the 
juſt —Al, all, without exception, who, in this 
life, have come to themſelves, to Chriſt, and to 
a vital communion with his ranſomed church; 
all who have perſevered and advanced in theſe 
ſteps until death; and all whoſe ſouls reached 
the kingdom, upon the diſſolution of their clay- 
tabernacles ; — all ſuch, - ſoul and body both, 
{hall come to the kingdom of heaven, how foon 

| 1 


(a) Eph. iv. 13. (5) 2 Pet. iii. 18. (c) Rom. xii. 11. 
(a) iet (e) Luke 16. 22. (J) 2 Pet. i. 11. (g) Luke 
Xxiii. 43. 


the buſineſs of the reſurrection and grand afs 
fair of judgment are intirely over. In the ſpi- 
rited language of prophecy, -The ranſomed of 
« the Lord ſhall return, and come to Zion, with 
« ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads: 
« they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and forrow 
« and ſighing ſhall fly away (a).” And, in the 
words of our apoſtle, « They who ſleep in je- 
« ſus, will God bring with him; the dead in 
« Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt; and ſo ſhall they ever 
« be with the Lord (6).” 

Beſides the defigns of grace which God has 
upon the Gentiles, and the leading bleſſings 
wherewith they are pregnant to the heirs of 
promiſe, - from the firſt dawn of converſion, to 
the full meridian of glory,—there, is ſtill anos 
ther part of the argument to be illuſtrated, 
which is equally calculated © to rouſe your am- 
« bitzon, and invigorate your endeavours to- 
« ward the propagation of Chriſtian knowledge,” 
namely, „the qualities of that happineſs to 
« which the ſubjects of this grace ſhall be rai- 
« ſed,” emphatically expreſſed by fitting down 
with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Facob, and, accor- 
ding to the parallel paſlage, all the prophets, in 
the kingdom of heaven, or of God, as the other 
evangeliſt expreſleth it (c). 

What! A #4:mgdom? — The kingdom ?— The 
kingdom of heaven *—The kingdom of God *— 
Are not theſe— terms emphatical beyond the 
powers of . to expreſs, of the more 
eloquent pencil to deſcribe, —or the ſtill more 
fertile imagination to conceive? 

If the glory reſerved for Gentile ſinners be 
a kingdom, they will not only be intruſted with 
the Rrvices and intereſted in the privileges of 

| it; 


(a) If. xxxv. 10. (6) i Theſſ. iv, 14. 26.17. (e) Luke 
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it; but, — how amazing the thought! — how 
tranſporting the view - they, as heirs, ſhall be 

ut in poſſeſſion of the kingdom itſelf, and pre- 
Ented with all the enſigns of royalty, as—not 
only prieſts, but kings unto God. 

Their right to the kingdom 1s recorded by 
inſpired writers with the utmoſt preciſion.— 
„ appoint unto you a kingdom,” ſaid the Heir 
of all things, as my Father hath appointed unto 
« me (a); and “ it children,” ſaid the apoſtle 
to Gentile converts, © then heirs, and joint heirs 
« with Chriſt (5).”— With reſpect to the regalia, 
which ſhall be preſented to them on the threſhold 
of glory, the ſacred writings are no lefs expli- 
cit.— They tell us of a crown prepared (c) ;—a 
throne erected (d) a robe of ſtate finiſhed (e); 
of royal apartments fitted up (J); of miniſters 
in waiting (g); and what can we ſay more ? 
In our Lord's deſcription of future bliſs, it is 
not only called a kingdom, but, to point out the 
peculiar excellency of it, he kingdom. King- 
doms, upon earth, deſerve not the name; and 
the regal office is meanneſs itſelf, compared with 
this.—lt is the kingdom, in which all that can 
be enjoyed 18 comprehended, — to which no 
acquiſition can be made, m which nothing 
can be taken by fraud or force, — upon which 
no revolution can paſs: — And the kingdom, 
becauſe the enjoyment and adminiſtration of it 
will be attended with no fatigue or anxicty, no 
diſtreſs or danger, for ever. 1 | 
The bleſſedneſs in reſerve for Gentile ſinners, 
is farther diſtinguiſhed by our Lord's calling it, 
the kingdom of heaven;”. the ©, third hea- 
« vens,” to which Paul was “caught up ();“ 
the © paradiſe” of God (i), to which the peni- 

| tent 
(a) Luke xxii. 29, (Y) Rom. viii. 17. (e) 2 Tim, iv. 8. 


(4) Matth. xiz. 28. (e) Rev. vi. 11. (/) Jo. xiv. 2. 
(g) Heb. i. 14, (+) 2 Cor. Xif, 2, 4. (i) Luke xxitl, 43 
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tent thief was tranſlated; © the ſanctuary and 
true tabernacle (a), into which Chriſt hath 
entered, where neither moth nor ruſt doth 
corrupt, nor thzeves break through and 
« ſteal (5), —ſhall be the ſeat of their happt- 
neſs the theatre of their triumph. 

The glory under view will be altogether 
pure and ſpiritual, that it may ſuit the taſte and 
capacities of ſuch holy ones. This ſeems to be 
chiefly intended by giving their kingdom the 
epithet of heavenly ;—a heavenly country (c), and 
heavenly places (d), diveſted of all that is groſs 
and periſhing, inriched with all that is divine 
and incorruptible. According to this view, God 
himſelf, as an expreſſion of his eſſential holineſs, 
18 frequently called, heavenly Father (e). The 
angels of light, to diſtinguiſh them from the 
powers of darkneſs, are called the heavenly 
hoſt J). The Lord Jeſus, to point out his pre- 
eminence, compared with the firſt Adam, is call» 
ed the heavenly man (g); and the gracious 
change, which makes the difference between 
faints and ſinners, is rs hoy: their heaven» 
ly calling (h). 

Agreeable, however, to the paralle] paſſage, 
the glory promiſed to Gentile converts, is the 
kingdom of God (7). - It bears that denomina- 
tion with undoubted propriety, as the heirs 
« were choſen (H,“ and the “ kingdom prepa- 
red,“ by him, “before the Sun Atzen of the 
« world (J); — as they are kept by his al- 
mighty power, through faith unto this ſalva- 
tion (, as he, having the whole adminiſtra- 
tioh delivered up to him by the Mediator 95 


a) Heb. viii. 1. 2. (50 Matth. vi. 20. (e) Heb. xi. 16, 
(4) Eph. i. 20. (e) Matth. xv. 13. Luke xi. 13. (/) Luke 
1. 13. (g) 1 Cor. xv. 49. (4) Heb, iii. 1. (i) Luke xii. 
fo (4) Eph. i. 4. (1) Matth. xxv. 34. (m) I Pets i. * 
(1) 1 Cor. xv. 24. 


will be the everlaſting guarantee of their hap- 
pineſs; and as, in the inimitable language of 
ſcripture, Every good gift, and every perfect,“ 
the crowning gift of heaven by no means ex- 
cepted, © cometh from the Father of lights (a).“ 

But the view of future glory, which this epi- 
thet exhibits to us, will riſe, and greatly ſwell, 
in our eye, if it is added, that God himpelf will 
be the ſum and ſubſtance, the “ all in all” of 
their inheritance. The apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
who learned his divinity immediately at the 
feet of Chriſt, is very bold, when he ſaith, that 
the children of grace are heirs — of what !—of 
proven ?!—holinets ?—happineſs ?—nat only ſo, 

ut, —aſtoniſhing ! « heirs of God (6) ;” of all 
that he hath; nay, of all that he is. | 

How vaſt, then, —how immenſely vaſt and 
unmeaſurable the territories of this kingdom! 
How infinite the extent of this promiſed, this 
purchaſed, inheritance!—What Paul, quoting 
trom the prophet, ſaid of New Teſtament: pri- 
vileges in general, will eminently hold of this 
conſummate blefling, Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
« ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man the things which God hath prepared 
“for them that love him (c).“ 

That the © argument for endeavouring to 
© propagate Chriſtian knowledge among the 
« Gentiles,” may. be the more intereſting, this 
paſſage not only informs us, that there is ſuch 
a ſtate as the kingdom of heaven,” but aſ- 
ſures us, that Gentile! finners, from “ the eaſt 
and welt,” Hall fit down there, As the word 
uſed by our Lord (4) properly ſigniſies, a Yung 
Gown on fophas or couches, Which was, and, 
according to modern accounts, continues to be 

| * 


(a) Jam, i. 17. (6) Rom. viii. 17. Ce) 1 Cor. 2. 9. 
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the uſual poſture at banquets, and even ordinary 
meals, among the eaſtern nations; we appre- 
hend, that 4:5 is expreſſive of the holy eaſe and 
reſt which true converts ſhall enjoy in Emma- 
nuel's land. 

They ſhall accordingly © reſt from their la- 
„ bours (a),“ from all that pained and toiled 
their bodies, — tried and diſtracted their minds; 
from all ſin in heart and life, and from all ſuf- 
ferings of an outward or inward, a perſonal or 
relational nature, 

Nor is this reſt merely expreſſive of negative, 
but chiefly of poſitive happineſs. © It is a righ- 
« teous thing with God,” faid the apoſtle to the 
believing Theflalonians, to recompence tribu- 
lation to them that trouble you; and to you, 
« who are troubled, re/t with us (50 Where, 
you cannot but ſee that ref is the antitheſis to 
tribulation ; conſequently that muſt no leſs in- 

_ clude poſitive happineſs, than this does poſitive 
miſery. 

As one branch of poſitive ſalvation, their at- 
ting, or lying down, conveys the chearing and 
deli ightful idea of being at home. While on 
earth, the heirs of glory are pilgrims, ſtrangers, 
ſojourners, and way-faring men, f. e. they are 
not at home, are not in a reclining and reſting, 
but in a moving and ſtriving poſture: Where- 
as, in the kingdom of God, they will be where 
all their preſent deſires and endeavours tend 
at the point wherein all their ambition termi- 
nates; nay, beyond which it does not, would 
not, cannot poſſibly go. There they ſhall find 
* the work of righteouſneſs” to have been 
peace, and the effect of righteouſneſs, quiet- 
* neſs and aſſurance for ever.” — There they 
* ſhall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in 
# fure dwelling, and in quiet eng places (c).“ 

| Their 


(a) Rev. xiv, 13. (b) 2 Theſſ. i, 6. 1. (e) Iſa. xxxii. 17. 18. 
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Their. ting down in the kingdom of heaven, 
according to the ſpirited import of this phraſe, 
is particularly expreſſive of the repaſt or en- 
tertainment to which they will there be admit- 
ted. There ſhall be a table covered for all the 
heirs of promiſe, at which they will be perpe- 
tually regaled with the richeſt produce of 
Emmanuel's land. —_ 21S 

One end our Lord has in view, by the con- 
veyance of this inheritance, is, © that they 
„ may eat and drink at his table, in his king- 
dom (a).“ It is his table; and therefore the 
banquet itſelf will be ſuited to the ſtate of ſuch 
a king. All the bliſs which the hidden man- 
na (6),—the tree of life (c), the rivers of plea- 
ſures (d), —and the wine of the kingdom (e), 
can yield, will there be copiouily enjoyed. 

And, what cannot fail of giving a diſtinguiſh- 
ing reliſh to the whole, the ranſomed gueſts 
Will have the preſence and hearty welcome of 
the King of Glory himſelf, who, as the muni- 
ficent entertainer, ſhall occupy a chief room, 
and cut a moſt diſtinguiſſing figure at his own 


table above:—for * the Lamb which is in the 


« midſt of the throne ſhall feed them, and lead 

them unto living fountains of waters (Y.“ 
When all theſe various circumſtances are 
taken into the account, who can ſay how glori- 
ous the reſt how inconceivable the privilege, 
and how nich the entertainment will be ?—It is 
repreſented indeed by material imagery, to ſuit 
the weakneſs of our preſent capacities; but will 
be found infinitely to out-do all the richneſs, 
beauty, and excellence, to which it is compared. 
That this goſpel-argument “for endeavour- 
ing to propagate Chriſtian knowledge,” may 
| CPI Aut | be 


(a) Luke xxii. 30. (5) Rev. ii, 17. (e) Rev. ii. 3. 
(4) PL. xvi, 11, (e) Matth. xxvi, 29, (J), Rev. vii. 17. 


be the more concluſive, there is yet another 
part of the happineſs promiſed to Gentile ſin- 
ners in our text, which merits particular atten- 
tion. — namely, their fiting down in the king- ' 
dom of heaven, with Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and 
all the prophets.” | 

Man is a ſocial creature, and much of his hap- 
pineſs depends upon the quality of thoſe with 
whom he is connected: that nothing, therefore, 
may be a-wanting to render the heavenly ſtate 
a rational, it is repreſented as a ſocial happineſs; 
While the whole members of that ſociety are 
of ſuch a quality, as ſhall render them bleſſings 
unto, and bleſſed in one another *. For il- 
luſtrating this part of the argument, it may be 
obſerved, | 

That, though none but the patriarchs and 
prophets are mentioned, other ſaints under the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation are by no means 
excluded. Than ſpeaking of the whole by a 
part, there is no figure m ſpeech more fami- 
har to the holy writers. All the faints, there- 
fore, from Abel, who firſt fat down in the king- 
dom of God, until the day when our Lord 
uttered the words of this text, - whether in 


the antedeluvian world,—the patriarchal ages,-- 
x OT 


* This and the former circumſtanee in future happineſs, 
entered into the theology of the ancient Heathens : ** Neque 
** vero,” aicbat Cicero, eos ſolum convenire aveo, quos iple 
% cogtovi; ſed illos etiam de quibus audivi, et legi, et 
{© iple conſetipſi. Nec me vixiſſe pœnitet: quoniam ita vii, 
. ut non fruſtra me natum exiſtimem; et ex hac vita ita di- 
* ſcedo, tauquam ex hoſpitio, non tanquam ex domo: com- 
+ morandi enim natura diverſorium nobis, non habitandi, 
% dedit, —O præclarum diem, cum ad illud divinum ani- 
te morum concilium, c&tumque. proficiſcar ; eumque ex hace 
turba et colluvione diſcedam !—Proficiſcar enim, non ad 
eos folum viros, de quibus ante dixi, fed etiam ad Catonem 
s meum, quo, nemo vir melior natus eſt, nemo pietate prae- 
* Rantior,” Ce.— Cie, De ſenect, cap. 23. 3 


— 
— — — —— — . - — 


or days of the prophets all the Old Teſta- 


ment ſaints, — whether male or female, —- more 


or leſs remarkable, - recorded, or unnoticed, 


in ſcripture-hiſtory ;—all of them are included 
in the bliſsful fociety with whom ranſomed 
ſinners, under the New Teſtament diſpenſa- 
tion, ſhall ſpend an eternity in the kingdom of 
heaven. | ; 
Their fitting - down with theſe venerable 
tribes, ſeems farther to intimate, that they ſhall 
be introduced to their particular acquaintance, 
though they never {aw one another on earth. 
The ſweetneſs of ſocial life depending ſo much 
upon this, it is ſcarce to be imagined, that the 
redeemed tribes will ſit down with thoſe they 
know nothing of. 
The knowledge, indeed, and enjoyment of 
« the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
« he hath ſent,” will be a happineſs—ſo com- 
plete, ſo glorious, and finiſhed in itſelf, that 
nothing will be needed to crown the jubilee, or 
perfect the ſalvation (a): But, if our Lord had 
not conſidered the ſociety of ſaints, as at leaſt 
contributing toward the perfection of that 
bliſs, it is not eaſy to ſee why he would have 
made ſuch particular mention of their partners 
in the glory to be revealed. $9 
Beſides, there are different notices in the ſa- 
cred records, by which this hypotheſis will be 
more directly ſupported. - Hath Jeſus Chriſt, for 
inſtance, promiſed to confeſs his people, not 
only before his Father which is in heaven (o), 
but before the angels of God (c), who are 
not ſo much as of the ſame order in the ſcale of 
being with themſelves? and can it be thought, 
that he will leave- them unacquainted with 
their dear brethren and fellow-heirs? PA 


(a) Joh. xvii, 3, (5) Matth. x. 32. (c) Luke xii. 8. 
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Of Peter, James, and John, we are told, that 
they knew Moſes and Elias upon the mount, 
and diſtinguiſhed them by their names, though 
they had never ſeen theſe illuſtrious perſonages, 
or either of them, in the fleſh (2). But is it to 
be imagined that, in ſuch paſſing excurſions, 
glorified ſaints ſhould be known by men on 
earth, and yet unknown by the ſame very per- 
ſons when they meet with them to part no 
more, in the heavenly world? 5 £ 
And if in a certain parable (6) it is inſinu- 
ated, that from the farther fide of the impaſ- 
fable gulph, the heirs of glory may both be diſ- 
cried and diſtinguiſhed, —can any *thing be 
more abſurd, than to hefitate a moment con- 
cerning the propriety of this delightful truth? 
| Moreover, ſitting down with the patriarchs 
and prophets, 1s an intimation that Gentile 
converts ſhall be raiſed to a level with the moſt 
eminent ſaints in the Jewiſh church. They 
ſhall be in the ſame ſtate, of the ſame family, at 
the ſame table,—and have all their immunities 
ſecured by the ſame divine perfections. Have 
the patriarchs and prophets the ſeal of God in 
their fore-heads (c) ?—they ſhall have the name 
of God written upon theirs (d). Are thoſe ar- 
rayed in the uniforms of Emmanuels land? 
fo ſhall theſe. Do the former make eſſential parts 
of the heavenly,—the triumphant common- 
wealth ? ſo thall the lasten! 
A difference indeed may take place between 
the glory of one ſaint and another, in reſpect 
of degrees; but each of them {ſhall be as glort- 
ous as they are capable of,—as glorious as it is 
poſſible for them to be. Though, like fo many 
veſſels, redeemed ſouls may be more or leſs ca- 

D pacious, 


(a) Matth. xvii, 3. 4. (b) Luke xvi. 23. 24. (e) Rev. vii. 3. 
(4) Rev. iii. 12. 
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pacious, they fhall all be filled to the brim,— 
conſequently, according to their diflerent mea- 
tures, intirely upon a level “. 

We ſhall finiſh this argument with obſerving 
a few things more particularly, concerning the 
ſociety with whom Gentile converts ſhall mingle 
in the better world, which have the moſt di- 
rect tendency to promote the ſpecial happineſs 
of each, — the common bliſs of all. 

As creatures, the patriarchs and prophets are 
all derived from the ſame common ſtock with 
Gentile converts, who ſhall likewiſe fit down 
in the kingdom of heaven: for, in the language 
of Paul to the Athenians, God hath made of 
« one blood all nations of men, to dwell on all 
« the face of the earth (a). 

However theſe ſages of Iſrael might excel 
in knowledge or wiſdom, in courage or ſtrength, 
conſidered as men;—with whatever honours 
they might be clothed, and to whatever ſta- 
tions raiſed above others who ſhall meet and 
ſit with them in glory;—yet when they are 
traced back to their common original, every 
ſuch diſtinction evaporates, and all ſuch circum- 
ſtances totally diſappear. | 

As new creatures, the patriarchs and pro- 
phets owe the change—produced, promoted, 

| and 


* We cannot with preciſion now judge of the rank which 
different faints may bear in the church of God above, from 
the places they occupy in the church of God on earth ;—for 
it is not only poſſible, but beyond doubt, that ſome bearing 
office in the church, and in that view ſuperior to thoſe whom 
the exerciſe of their office reſpecteth, are not the holieſt of 
the commanity ; and therefore, in how far the degrees of 
ſuture glory may be inferred from the degrees of preſent 
grace, it mult follow, that the who are greateſt in the church 
here, may be leaſt in the church hereafter ; while theſe who 
make the leaſt appearance upon earth, may cut the molt ſhi- 
ning figure in heaven, | 
(a) Acts xvii, 26. 


CLI 


and perfected in them, to the ſame cauſe that 
other ſaints owe their converſion and ſalvation, 
« the grace,” namely, of our Lord Jeſus 
„ Chriſt (a).” There was no previous excel- 
Jency, no foreſeen beauty in the former, more 
than there is in the latter, to recommend them 
unto God :—the one as well as the other were 
laid, and muſt lie under everlaſting obligations 
to him, for every part of their redemption, 
whether viewed in à negative or poſitive light, 
conferred in time, or enjoyed through eternity. 

As creatures and new creatures, both the pa- 
triarchs and prophets had the ſame probation- 
ary ſtate to go through, the ſame enemies to 
encounter, and the ſame wartare to accom» 
pliſh, that other ſaints either had or have. Sin, 
Satan, and the world, were no leſs ſources of . 
trial and diſtreſs to thoſe, than they have been, 
or mult be, to theſe. Nay, the circumſtances are 
ſo ſimilar, that an inſpired writer exhorts after» 
ſaints to keep the ſame tract, in order to reach 
the ſame goal: ©« Be not flothful,” ſays he, 
but followers of them, who through faith 
and patience inherit the promiſes (b).” | 

The patriarchs and prophets entered into the 
world of ſpirits by the very door through 
which all the after-heirs of glory have paſled, 
do, and will paſs to the poſlethon of their king- 
dom &. The decree againſt the common head, 
« Duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt re- 
turn,“ had a virtual reſpect to his whole oft- 
{pring, as appears from the New Teſtament in- 

| terpretations 


(a) 2 Cor. viii, 9, (3) Heb. vi. 12. 

* «© The grave itſelf and all the doleful ſcenes of mor- 
** tality are rendered by far the leſs formidable, ſince it is 
** but our dwelling a little while with ſuch ſacred duſt, in 
* obſcurity and ſilence, to ariſe together at laſt in glory, to 
** be for ever with the Lord.“ — The Rev, Mr Sam. Bury 's 
dedication to the Account of his lady's life, 
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terpretations of it. It is appointed, ? ſays the 
author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, « unto 
men once to die (4):”—and that we might 
labour under no uncertainty with reſpect to 
the extent of that appointment, it is declared 
elſewhere, that, as by one man fin entered 
into the world, and death by ſin; death paſſ- 

* ed upon all men, for that all have ſinned (b) :“ 

All men without diſtinction or exception, the 

| ancient patriarchs and celebrated prophets, as 
well as the moſt inconſiderable heirs of ſalva- 
tion*, 

The uniformity of the whole ranſomed fa- 
m:ly, is the only other circumſtance we ſhall 
condeſcend upon, as vaſtly conducive toward 
the perfection of future happinels f. 

- ©» The want of this in the militant church, is 
one conſtant ſpring of trial to the travellers of 
hope. Unholy perſons lurking under a pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, or their brethren in 
Chriſt themſelves influenced by illiberal and 
devious principles, marr much of the believers 
Joy, and manifeſtly impede the communion of 
ſaints: but in all that ſociety, there ſhall not be 
an unholy perſon, nor one faint otherwiſe mind- 
ed than the reſt. Their views, feelings, and 
whole exerciſes ſhall all bend one way, and meet 
in the ſame Pon without variation or res 

On 


(a) Heb. ix. 25. (5) Rom, v. 12. 
Enoch indeed and Elijah were exceptions ſrom this 
eneral rule; but when all the friends of Jeſus ſhall meet on 
| the morning of the reſurrection, it will appear that the ſpi- 
| rit of the law was fulfilled in them, and that their bodies 
1 | | underwent the ſame change by tranſlation, that the bodies of 
1 other ſaints do by means of their reduction to duſt. 

+ Tully's beautiful aphoriſm will apply, in its utmoſt ex- 
teut, only to the heavenly tate —* Sed, omnium ſocietatum, 
„ nulla præſlantior eſt, nulla ſirmior, quam, cum viri boni, 
«© moribus ſimiles, ſunt familiaritate FT" — CICER, 
De othc, lib, 1. Pp 17. ” 
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ſion for ever. To this happy ſtate of things; 
the words of the prophet may well be applied, 
that “ Jeruſalem ſhall be holy, and no ſtranger 
„ ſhall paſs through her any more (a);” and the 
ſtill more expreſſive words of the Apoſtle can 
be applied to no other ſtate: © There ſhall in 22 
« -ww;ſe enter into” the city, © any thing that 
« defileth, neither whatſoever worketh abomi- 
nation, or maketh a he; but they which are 
„ written in the Lamb's book of life (50), “ 


IMPROVEMENT. 


Is it ſo that God our Saviour hath gracious 
deſigns upon the nations? Then ſee 

What praiſe is due to him upon that account, 
His love in prompting, his wiſdom in deviſing, 
his juſtice in approving, his faithfulneſs in ſe- 
curing, his power in executing, and his holi- 
neſs as running through the whole amazing 
plan of grace, ihould be noticed, admired, and 
adored by us; and our gratitude for redemp- 
tion expreſſed in all the ways, by all the means 
of his own appointment, If all his works 
praiſe him, ſhould not his ſaints bleis him for 
this, the chief of his works and ways? 
That the converſion of Gentile finners in ge- 
neral, and of any among ourſelves in particu- 
lar, may be conſidered as a partial accompliſh- 
ment of our Lord's promiſe in the text, an 
immediate ground of praiſe to him for being 
mindful of his grace and truth, and a founda- 
tion of hope, that he will do as he hath ſaid, 
till the converſion of all the heirs of promiſe be 
effected: for he being a rock, his work muſt 
be perfect. | 1 | 

That Gentile converts of us ſhould be con- 
cerned to pray much for the farther accom- 

| | pliſhment 


(a) Joel iii. 17. (5) Rev. xxi, 27, 
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pliſhment of this promiſe : The great numbers 
of unconverted perſons, evident from abound- 
ing infidelity and wickedneſs; the reſtraints 
which ſeem to lie upon the effuſion of convert- 
ing grace; together with the general indiffer- 
ence about the accompliſhment of this promiſe 
which prevails, are not the only arguments : 
Their preſent incapacity of ſuch a concern, who 
moſt need converting grace, and the infallibi- 
lity of our Lord's promiſe, that even ſuch per- 
ſons ſhall be ſaved with this holy calling, are 
conſiderations of weight, and ſhould have in- 
fluence on your importunity in prayer. It is 
particularly worthy of notice, that the moſt re- 
markable ſeaſons of converſion, wherewith the 
churches of the New Teſtament have been bleſſed, 
were generally preceded by an unuſual dili- 
gence and fervour in prayer. Should your con- 
cern be attended with ſucceſs, — the converſion 
of others would be as life from the dead ;—it 
would be as a new converſion to your own 
fouls. And this would more eſpecially hold, 
in how far thoſe who are neareſt and deareſt 
to you were made partakers with their fellow- 
ſinners of converting grace. Pray, therefore, 
for the effuſion of the Holy Spirit upon others, 
as well as yourſelves; upon thoughtleſs ſinners, 
as well as your fellow-ſaints ;—upon the preach ; 
ers, as well as hearers of the goſpel ;—that © the 
* parched ground” may “ become a pool, and 
* the thirſty land ſprings of water.” 
The peculiar need that unconverted perſons 
have to rouſe, awake, and ariſe from the dead. 
While you have acceſs to the goſpel, your con- 
verſion may take place; but if you believe not 
the report, your ruin muſt be inevitable. Many 
Gentiles have been apprehended by grace, 
whoſe out ward advantages were no e than 
yours, Since the commencement of the preſent 


century, 


century, vaſt numbers, not only in Britain, and 
the United Provinces, but America, have been 
obſerved to“ fly as the clouds, and as doves to 
« their windows.” Old, young, and little chil- 
dren, — rich and poor, learned and unlearn- 
ed,---the openly profane, and carnally ſecure, 
the Ethiopians themſelves not excepted, have 
been cauſed to retire underneath the ſhadow of 
Chriſt for ſalvation. What God hath done for 
others, he can do for you. Though your pro- 
vocations have reached unto heaven, his mer- 
cy is above the heavens. Though myriads have 
already come from. the eaſt and weſt, there is 
room for you, both in the church on earth, and 
in the kingdom of God above. Whatever 
lengths in rebellion againſt God ye have gone, 
and however long continued there is at 
leaſt a peradventure in your favour, that, after 
all, God may ſee your ways, and heal them. 
2. Is it ſo, that many Gentile {dinners ſhall 
as really come to the kingdom of heaven by be- 
heving, as the centurion referred to in our 
text Aid? Then, by the circumſtances with 
which his faith was attended, we may try our- 
ſelves; and, with ſome. degree of certainty, 
know if we are on the way to the kingdom or 
not. ' 
This Roman officer was a praying perſon ;--- 
and one too who reſted not in careleſs and 
formal performances, but entered very much 
into the ſpirit of that duty, as the commg and 
beſeeching, mentioned in the preceeding context, 
emphatically expreſs (a). Hypocrites, literally, 
say their prayers ; --- they think it enough, if 
they go the round of duties, without having, 
or ſo much as defiring to have their hearts 
engaged in them (b), But holy perſons ow 
A 


(a) Ver. 5, (6) Ila. ix. 13. 
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and debe to be as ſerious and hearty, as 
much concerned and exerciſed in the diſcharge 
of ſuch duties, as they will with they had been 
when God calls them to an account. 

The centurion acknowledged our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt as the proper object of worſhip.---He came 
to him,--he beſeeched him, and called him Lord (a).-- 
Many profeſſed worſhippers, who imagine they 
are on the way to heaven, diſcover no regard 
to our Lord's divinity.— While ſeemingly de- 
vout in worſhipping the Father, they are da- 
ringly defective in honouring the Son :---But, 
unleſs it can be ſuppoſed, that men may be de- 
vout worſhippers of the Father, and deliberate 
rebels againſt him at the ſame time,---ſuch per- 
ſons prove, to demonſtration, that their regards 
to the Father himſelf are counterfeit and 1ma- 
ginary ; for, in the beautiful language of ſcrip- 
ture, © all men ſhould honour the Son, EVEN 
„as they honour the Father :”* and © he that 
« honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Fa- 
ther (5). True converts, therefore, conſider 
Jeſus Chriſt not merely as Mediator, through 
whom their acceſs to God and acceptance with, 
him are obtained, but as no leſs the object of 
worſhip himſelf than the Father or the Spirit. 

The centurion was a generous and benevolent 
perſon ;---his' prayers, and importunity in them, 
were not confined to his own, but extended to 
the concerns of others, Accordingly his preſent 
buſineſs at the throne of grace, was wholly in 
behalf of a diſtreſſed youth under his roof (c). 

Numbers who could not bear to have their 
Chriſtianity called in queſtion, know nothing of 
exerciling a concern about others; but hol 
perſons wiſh, and endeavour to be burden-bear- 
ers, by carrying the circumſtances of children' 

or 


(.) Ver. 5.6. (5) Joh. v. 23, (ec) Ver. 6. 
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or ſervants, of parents or maſters before God ;--- 
and being importunate for their ſupport and 
relief, While naughty and wicked creatures 
curſe others,---{ometimes, perhaps, their neareſt 
connections,---the heirs of ſalvation pray for o- 
thers, their greateſt enemies not excepted; . 
The centurion not only prayed, but ſucceed- 
ed: „I will come,” ſaid the Hearer of prayer, 
„and heal” thy ſervant (a). Many pray with 
ſuch indifference and lukewarmneſs of ſpirit, as 
if they cared not whether their prayers were ac- 
cepted or ſhut out; and, having lodged their 
frozen petitions, they mind them no more; 
they neither receive, nor properly expect an an- 
ſwer:--Whereas, holy perſons deſire to look 
upward, and wait God's time of commanding 
the bleſſing. They cannot bear to be put off; 
they groan heavily under delays, and earneſtly 
watch for the Lord's interpoſing in their be- 
half. Nay, ſometimes, by the indulgence of 
their heavenly Father, the travellers of hope are 
no leſs ſenſible of the acceptance and anſwer of 
prayer, than the brave Roman was in the inſtance 
before us. x „ 
The centurion was a humble and ſelf- denied 
perſon : ---< Lord,” ſaid he, « I am not worthy 
« that thou ſhouldſt come under my roof (b).” 
Hypocrites are puffed up with any little acqui- 
ſitions in religion they have made ;---their du- 
ties and privileges become feuel to their latent 
pride.---They may have more prudence, indeed, 
than ſpeak it out,---while they look upon God 
as---how dreadful the preſumption! under obh- 
gations for their pitiful ſervices ;---and haughti- 
ly undervalue others, as greatly below them in 
Chriſtian attainments, and far behind them in 
the road to glory. * more that ſuch . 
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{4) Ver. 7, { b ) Ver: 8. 
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do and acquire, the flame of pride becomes 
more impetuous, and the idol f the more 
eſtabliſhed on the throne of their hearts. « Theſe, 
« who ſay, Stand by thy ſelf, come not near to 
« me, for I am holier than thop,---are a ſmoke 
« in my noſe,” ſaith the Lord, © a fire that 
« burneth all the day (a).” But, O, how dif- 
ferent is it with holy perſons -The nearer the 
acceſs they get to God, and the more they en- 
Joy, as men or Chriſtians, they he ſo much the 
lower in the duſt of ſelf-denial and condemna- 
tion —Duties humble them, becauſe of the ble- 
miſhes with which they are attended :—Crofles 
humble them, becauſe they are all, in their 
view, infinitely leſs than their iniquities deſerve : 
—Comforts humble them, becauſe, of the very 
laſt mercy, they ſee themſelves to be utterly un- 
worthy : — Views of the divine glory humble 
them, becauſe they find themſelves ſo unlike 
God : — Views of their own hearts and ways 
humble them, becauſe they appear inexpreſſibly 
vain and vile: — In one word, the farther in- 
fight into the things of God, and conformity 
to him they acquire, — they are at the greater 
loſs for a place or poſture low enough for them 
to lie down in his fight. | 

The centurion had honourable thoughts of 
our Lord's power and authority ; — nay, was 
perſuaded, that ſlaves were not more obſequious 
to their owners, nor ſoldiers to their com- 
manders, than diſeaſes to the bare word of Je- 
ſus Chriſt: „I ſay to this man,” ſaid the belie- 
ving officer, Go, and he goeth; and to ano- 
« ther, Come, and he cometh; and to my ſer- 
„ vant, Do this, and he doth it (5), When 
Hypocrites are wholly at eaſe, and preſſed nei- 
ther with outward fightings nor inward fears, 


they 


(a) Ifa, Ixv. 5, (3) Ver. 8. 9. 


they may talk of their confidente in God, and 

flatter themſelves, that their views of his power 
and other perfections are both honourable and 
liberal; but they are no ſooner brought into 
ſtraits, and reduced to extremity, — no ſooner 
overtaken by guſts of temptation, and ſurchar- 
ged with the billows of affliction, than hard 
thoughts of God are entertained, his truth is 
ſuſpected, —his power doubted of, and his love 
ſhamefully called in queſtion, —Whereas thoſe 
of the centurion's excellent ſpirit never have 
higher thoughts of the divine attributes, than 
when their circumſtances call moſt for the ex- 
ertion of them.—When the view of their own 
ignorance, weakneſs, and unworthineſs riſes, — 
the view of God's wiſdom, power, and ſove- 
reignty ſwells in their eye.—Nay, that the glory 
of divine power may be the more ſhining, they 
ſometimes exult in their very weaknefles and 
imperfections: © Moſt gladly,” ſaid an eminent 
faint, „will I glory in my infirmities, that the 
„power of Chriſt may reſt upon me (a).“ 

2. Is there ſuch a thing as the kingdom of 
heaven and of God? Is there ſuch a conſum- 
mate felicity in reſerve for the heirs of pra- 
miſe ? Then ſee, 

That this preſent is not the abiding ſtate of 
ſaints. Now, they are only minors in the life 
of grace, but haſtening toward majority in 
the life of glory ;—at a Tiſtance from their Fa- 
ther's houſe, —but bound for Emmanuel's land, 
where their manſions are prepared ; — ſoldiers 
under the banner of Chriſt, but ſure of victo- 
ry in due time ;—priſoners in houſes of clay,— 
but the day haſtens when %%% priſon-doors 
will burſt open, and thoſe ranſomed ſouls get 
leave to depart in peace. They are ſubject, at 

| preſent, 


a) 2 Cor. xii. 9. 0 
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preſent, to numberleſs diſeaſes, and nameleſs 
diſaſters; but, by and by, they ſhall be where 
the inhabitants do not,---where they cannot ſay 
they are ſick. Many of them are now in penu- 
rious Circumſtances as to their bodies, and 
groaning under manifold wants with regard to 
their ſouls; but, ere long, their whole wants 
ſhall be ſupplied, all their treafures filled, and 
their cup made eternally to run over, They 
frequently meet with diſreſpect at preſent, and 
contempt from foes, ---- and ſometimes from 
friends themſelves; but when that which 1s 
perfect takes place, they ſhall appear in their 
true hight, as heirs of the heavenly kingdom, 
and be treated as becomes the children of ſuch 
a king. In their characters and intereſts, they 
may now be oppreſſed, by the men who are 
God's hand, without being able to vindicate 
or extricate themſelves ; but then, their righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall break forth as the light, and 
their judgment as the noon-day : --- When the 
morn of glory dawns, theſe righteous ones 
ſhall have dominion over the wicked. 

What then, believers, though your preſent 
ſtate be extremely mixed, and the different pe- 
riods of life chequered with trials and tempta- 
tions, ſince better things are provided and ſe- 
cured for you ? 

That in how far motives ariſing from intereſt 
can weigh, or ambition be rouſed by all that 1s 
great and good, we ſhould be prevailed with 
to ſet our affections upon and bend our courſe 
toward the heavenly, the better country. Has 
the Father promiſed, the Son purchaſed, and the 
Holy Ghoſt by the goſpel exhibited the con- 
veyance of this kingdom, 1s this conveyance ex- 
hibited to ſinners, ſinners of mankind, the chief 
of them not excepted? Who then would not a- 
ſpire after a lot and part in this matter? O that 


every 
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every one may now ſay for himſelf, Whatever I 
have formerly been and done, whatever my fel- 
low-ſinners think of doing, I cannot any longer 
reſiſt the heavenly call; whether, therefore, the 
former heirs of the kingdom have gone, I am 
now (bleſſed be the God of my falvation) deter- 
mined to go; their people ſhall henceforth be 
my people, and their God, my Gd. 

4. Is it fo, that Gentile converts {ſhall it down 
with the patriarchs and all the prophets, in the 
kingdom of God? Then ſee 
hat, as there will be a moſt intimate com- 
munion among glorified ſaints, the knowledge 
and experiences of patriarchs and prophets will 
become yours; while yours ſhall alſo become 
theirs. The hiſtory of their warfare and fab 
vation, their trial and triumph; the hiſtory of 
God's dealings with them 'in their reſpective 
converſions, 2 dealings with them through 
the life of grace, and through the valley of 
death; the hiſtory of their doings and ſufferings 
in the wilderneſs, their down-caſtings and up- 
liftings; the hiſtory, in one word, of their acceſs 
to the kingdom of God, together with the holy 
ſurpriſe, rapture, and delight, the firſt view of 
Emmanuel gave them; the hiſtory of theſe 
things from their own mouths, as all tending 
to exalt the riches of ſovereign grace, will be 
vaſtly entertaining, ſingularly refreſhing to you. 
Nor will it be leſs joyous and tranſporting, to 
have an opportunity of recounting the labours 
of your own feet, and telling the patriarchs 
and prophets, with your whole other ranſomed 
friends, under what obligations to the ſame 
grace you yourſelves are Rid Are ſuch com- 
munications as theſe delightful to Chriſtians 
on carth? And ſhall they not much more be ſo 
in heaven! See further, i '% 

That true Chriſtians part with one another 
| at 
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at death to meet again. You have poſſibly 
mourned over the lots of Chriſtian friends and 
acquaintances time after time :—But you need 
not ſorrow as they who have no hope; for there 
is nothing between them and you, but the vail 
of clay, which ſhall no ſooner be rent in twain, 

| than your acquaintance and friendſhip ſhall be 

4 renewed, with improvements which are incon- 

; ceivable at preſent improvements which are 
peculiar to that exalted ſtate of things. Holy 
parents, for inſtance, and children, believin 
huſbands and wives, —maſters and ſ{ervants,— 
paſtors and people, who were heirs of the grace 
of life, ſhall meet together in the temple, —at 
the table above, without the fear or moſt diſtant 
poſſibility of being ſeparated any more for ever, 

Should not this hope reconcile us to the loſs even 
of ſuch relatives or companions as were moſt 
comforting and uſeful ?—eſpecially ſince your 
temporary loſs is the dawn of their everlaſtin 
8 ſince of their gain alſo you ſh 
oon partake. Lift up your heads therefore 
and rejoice, becauſe your redemption will draw 
near. And ſee 

That you who continue in an unregenerated 
Rate, are not ſo much as in the way to the king- 
dom of heaven. If you prefer the ſociety of 
the wicked to that of the godly, and con- 
ference upon uſeleſs or ſinful topics, to that of 
a ſerious and ſpiritual nature;—if the duties of 
religion wherein holy ſouls delight, are an in- 
tolerable burden to you; if the devotional life 

is conſidered as enthuſiaſm, the ſtrictneſs of the 
Chriſtian walk as grimace and hypocriſy; and 
if you reckon the one and other of theſe no 
better than fruits of weakneſs or wickedneſs, 
deluſion or deſign :—if that be the caſe now, 
you certainly belong not to the ſpiritual com- 


monwealth; and ſhould you die in that _ 
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of mind, it is impoſſible to imagine you can 
have any fellowſhip with the patriarchs and 
prophets in Emmanuel's better land. 4 
Conſequently, in hoping to get to heaven 
while you remain in the gall of bitterneſs, you 
impoſe upon, and fatally deceive yourſelves. 
Either heaven muſt be a' different place,. the 
heirs of it different perſons, and their employ- 
ments in it of a different quality, from what the 
holy ſcriptures every where repreſent them to 
be;—or elſe you, in your preſent ſituation, ſhall 
not have acceſs there. It 1s an irrepealable law 
of the kingdom, that “without holineſs,” — 
ſuch in kind at leaſt as the patriarchs and pro- 
phets have acquired, no man”—whatever he 
be, have, or do in other reſpe&s, “ ſhall ſee the 
« Lord (a).“ This ſtatute therefore, though 
more ſtable than the laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, muſt be diſpenſed with, or you muſt 
be made holy, in .order to your fitting down 
with the ranſomed tribes above. But, becauſe 
the former cannot be ſuppoſed, the latter muſt 
take place, otherwife you muſt be ſhut out from 
the kingdom of God. But, 
Though for argument's fake, the reverſion of 
that law could be imagined, and your admiſ- 
ſion to the table above ſuppoſed; yet your ac- 
count would not be found in it, —your happi- 
neſs could not be promoted by it: for, if you 
find it unnatural to think, and diſagreeable to 
talk of divine things upon earth ;—what reliſh 
can you propoſe to have in ſuch topics of con- 
templation and converſation in heaven If 
joining in prayer and praiſe for a few hours; 
would be a puniſhment here *; how could the 


exerciſes 

a (a) Heb. xii. 14. * 

® A late miniſter of this church, had a complaint lodged 
by the greater part of his ſeſſion, againſt one particular mem- 
ber, whoſe converſation was not as it became the goſpel : 
inſtead 


exerciſes of divine worſhip prove à pleaſure 
hereafter— And if but one day in God's houſe 
would be a wearineſs, an inexpreſſible weari- 
neſs, at preſent, what a diſmal eternity behoved 
the ceaſeleſs employments of the upper houſe 
to be? 
Vour preſent connections with many heirs of 
the kingdom, will only contribute toward the 
increaſe of your miſery and anguiſh, in the 
world of ſpirits. How muſt you wail to behold 
others in the realms of light, while yow are ſhut 
up in the blackneſs of everlaſting darkneſs ? 
How will you gnaſh your teeth, to "ſee your fa- 
thers or mothers, brethren or ſiſters, ſons. or 
daughters, huſbands or wives, maſters or ſer- 
vants, ſhining in all the glories of the heaven- 
ly ſtate; while you are clothed with ſhame and 
funk in irrecoverable deſpair? How, O how will 
you. gnaw your tongues with pain, to diſcover 
thoſe very perſons whom ye deſpiſed, whom ye 
inured, whoſe holy converſation you abhorred, 
ſet among the princes of the kingdom, while 
you are mingled with devils and reprobate men, 
in the regions of woe? Be exhorted to pray, 
that by the grace promiſed in our text, you may 
be brought to yourſelves and to the Saviour, 
be thereby capable of fellowſhip with the church 
of Chriſt here, and have an entrance miniſtered 
for you into the kingdom of glory hereafter. 


| Upon 


inſtead of encouraging a propoſal, to have him expelled ac · 
cording to the form of proceſs, that venerable father over- 
tured that from thenceſorth the ſeſſion [ſhould agree to ſpend 
an hour or two in prayer, at every meeting. If ye do ſoy 
ſaid he, the brother who walketh diſorder 7 will ſoon ſave 
you the trouble of depoſing him, by a voluntary deſertion; — 


for, added he, * it is poſſible to pray a graceleſs man to 
2 Wann a 


Upon the whole, ſee 3 
That though the converſion and ſalvation of 
Gentile ſinners are the matter of this promiſe, 
acceſs to the goſpel, as God's appointed mean 
of effecting theſe ends, muſt be neceſſarily un- 
. derſtood. OT | | | 
If this is not attended to, the moſt wretched 
uſe may be made of the doctrine before us, as if 
the promiſe in our text altogether ſuperſeded 
the neceſſity of propagating Chriſtian know- 
ledge. But the abſurdity of ſuch an inference 
will appear, if it is juſt conſidered, that for the 
ſame reaſon the uſe of food and medicine, as 
means of preſerving life, may be diſcontinued, 
becauſe God hath interpoſed. by promiſe for 
the preſervation of it how ms he ſees meet. 
So that wherever the end is ſecured, the ſe- 
curity of the mean muſt be implied. 

By this obſervation we would not be under- 
ſtood as preſuming to ſet bounds to divine ſo- 
vereignty. Where acceſs to goſpel- knowledge 
in the ordinary way cannot poſſibly be had, 
it would be raſh to affirm that, in no inſtance, 
ſinners could ever be brought ta the kingdom 
of heaven. N | : 

Might it not rather be admitted, that as to 
particular heirs of promiſe, God, by immediate 
ſupernatural influence, may communicate the 
ſaving knowledge of himſelf; and that the de- 
grees of ſuch gracious influence may fupply 
the want of ordinary means to ſuch ſouls? 
Without a conceſſion of this ſort, (which is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the doctrine in general 
of a connection between the mean and the end), 
would not the ſalvation of idiots and infants, 
even in the Chriſtian world itſelf, be a hypo- 
theſis frequently clogged with inſuperable dif- 
ficulties? 

This conceſſion, in 7 utmoſt latitude, will 

| no 


no more conclude againſt the propagation of 
Chriſtian knowledge, as neceſſary to ſalvation 
in general, than the preſervation of Elijah for 
forty days without food will juſtify men, in 
ordinary caſes, to repeat ſuch an eperiant. 
and expect the ſame iſſue. | 

That God's promiſing to-furniſh Gentile fin- 
ners with the means of ſalvation, is a_moſt- 
powerful argument for our exerting every poſ- 
ſible endeavour toward the propagation of Chri- 
{tan knowledge among them. 

Nothing can direct us with certainty and 
preciſion, in the choice and performance of 
duty, but the will of God,—revealed in ſcrip- 
ture, or made known by -providence. Where 
the divine will appears from either of theſe, our 
duty may be ſafely interred; but where both 
point out the ſame thing, the duty ariſing from 
ſuch diſcovery can admit of no diſpute. 

By the written word it appears, that God 
willeth to ſend the goſpel among the nations; — 
and'in his adorable providence, opportunities 
of contributing toward it are intruſted with 
us:— What then remains, but that we do what- 
ever our hand findeth with all our might? 

The conſtitution, my brethren, and deſign, — 
the deligence and ſucceſs. of this honourable 
and worthy ſociety are ſo well known, and ſo 
frequently told, that we need only direct you 
to them, as a proper channel through which the 
moſt liberal donations may chearfully be con- 
veyed. 

Though their attention were confined to our 
own. Highlands and iſlands, all the contribu- 
tions they have hitherto got the management 
of, would fall vaſtly ſhort of furniſhing many 
thonſands of our country-men with the means 
of ſalvation. After a ſeries of uſeful endea- 
vours, for upwards of che ſcore years toge- 
ther, 


-- 
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ther, the proportion of labourers to the harveſt 
continues but ſmall. And though at preſent 
178 teachers are ſupported, and about 7100 
children educated under the eye of our fociety, 
the number of precious ſouls: to whom the ef- 
feds of their W have not reached, is 
prodigious. | 

But when their more entenive plan is een 
into the account, the propriety of repeated ap- 
plications to the charitable and humane, muſt 
appear in a ſtriking light. The American world, 
my brethren, and other dreary haunts of Pa- 
gan nations, have challenged their attention 
ſeveral years ago; and are now preſented” as 
proper objects of yours. 

"The extent of theſe defarts—who Keio WR: 
The number of the inhabitants, who can tell? 
In countleſs ſhoals, ſee how the ſwarthy people 
traverſe their native wilds !—Ignorant of God. 
unacquainted with themfelves,— their reaſon, 
like their fields, quite uncultivated, —they are 
diſtinguiſhed from the irrational tribes, amongſt 
whom they roam, by little elſe than their erect 
attitude and man- like poſture. 

Among theſe ſavage herds, two miſſionaries 
have for ſome conſiderable time been imploy- 
ed by this ſociety. Nor has the voice of God's 
ſervants, crying in the wilderneſs, been in vain. 
Their journals teſtify, that many are gathered 
from the immenſe deſart to the fellowſhip of 
the goſpel; — many, Who worſhipped devils 
themſelves, now juſtly admitted to the diſtin- 
guiſhing privileges of the New Teſtament church. 

With your ſubſtance, 'therefore, as well as 
prayers, this generous, noble, and God-like work 
ſhould be encouraged and promoted. No 
ſpecies of charity can riſe to the elevation of 
this. Feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 
miniſtring to the ſick, and contributing 9 
| the 
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the releaſe of captives, are ſacriſices of true 
value in the eſtimate of heaven; but compared 
with reaſonable and ſcriptural endeavours to- 
ward the propagation of Chriſtian knowledge, 
whereby ſtarving, periſhing ſouls may be di- 
rected to ſpiritual food, clothing, medicine, and 
liberty,—even ſuch labours of love are as the 
chaff to the wheat, | 
Could no price leſs valuable than the precious 
b'»od of Chriſt procure ſalvation for guilty 
men? and can filver or gold be too much, as 
a mean of tranſmitting the knowledge of that 
Saviour to your fellow-ſinners — Did Jeſus, 
who was rich, become poor, that through his 
poverty enemies might be made rich? — and 
can it be thought too much for you, to beſtow 
part of the abundance which God hath given 
you, that your brethren may partake of dura- 
ble riches and righteouſneſs ! 

This argument will be particularly poignant 
with thoſe who are the ſubjects of en 
grace themſelves, When in your blood, di 
God ſay unto you, Live? When you ſcarce 
more deſir2d, than deſerved it, did he reſcue 
your ſouls from the gall of bitterneſs and bond 
of iniquity ?—when you were in danger of hell- 
fire, did God, even your God, pluck you as 
brands out of the burning ?—What communi- 
cations, then, of your creature-affluence toward 
furniſhing other ſouls, equally precious, with 
tie means of converſion, can be too hberal, as 
expreſſions of gratitude on your part for re- 
deeming love! 

But though gratitude for redemption ſhould 
be a motive you are now unacquainted with 
the force of—intereſt might be urged as a moſt 
nervous argument. The prayers of ſuch con- 
verts, as your charity ſhall furniſh with the 
means of grace, may draw down manifold bleft- 
; Ings, 


T + 
ings, even of a temporal nature, upon you and 
your ſeed after you. | ©. Hg 

Nay, my brethren, according to this reaſon- 
ing, — while your charity contributes toward 
the converſion of others, their prayers may 
contribute toward your own converſion.— Or, 
who knows but future accounts of God's deal 
ings with ſuch hopeleſs-like creatures, may, in 
his providence, and by his grace, be a mean of 
laying you under a concern about ſalvation, 
that ſhall have the moit delightful iflue ? 

Purſue this thought a little farther, and on- 
ly imagine what a tranſporting circumſtance, 
both in your heaven and theirs, this will prove. 
Here's the dear man, fays the converted Pagan, 
to whole eroſity, as a mean, I am indebted 
for my acquaintance with the joyful ſound. 
— And there's the blefled perſon, ſay you, to 
whoſe prayers, and the account of whoſe con- 
verſion, my repentance unto life was happily 
owing, He will praiſe God that ever you was 
born at all ;---you, that ever he was born again; 
and both will join in one anthem, for this ſur- 
priſing, this raviſhing interview, in the realms 
of ſalvation, 

Nor is it poſſible to ſay how much, in the 
courſe of providence, your poſterity, in future 
generations, may be indebted to ſuch contri- 
butions as you are now called to. May not ſome 
of them, — choice or neceſſity, ſojourn in 
ciſtant lands? May not their lot be caſt in the 
very places to which our ſociety wiſh, and, ac- 
cording as you enable them, will endeavour to 
fend the means of converſion? May not God 
accompany theſe means with ſuch a bleſſing, 
that churches ſhall be planted where Satan now 
hath his ſeat; and churches in whoſe future in- 
creaſe and glory your offspring may greatly re- 
joice ? For though, in our day, the ha we 
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have in view, through ignorance, ſuperſtition, 
and horrid cruelty, are black as the tents of 
Kedar,---may not the children unborn ſee their 
poſterity, through goſpel light, life, and righte- 
ouſneſs, beautiful as the curtains of Solomon? 
If, therefore, you love yourſelves, or have 
any bowels toward your children, and childrens 
children; though love to God and the ſouls of 
other men ſhould have no influence, the argu- 
ment for your ſuffering this word of exhorta- 
tion, and complying with it, is quite conclu- 
five.---And fee | 
That God's promiſing to render the goſpel, 
when publiſhed, effectual to the falvation of 
Gentile ſinners, affords the higheſt encourage- 
ment to all who are any how intruſted with 
that ſacred meſſage, to deliver, explain, and 
warmly recommend it. Though all are not 
warranted to act in the capacity of public teach- 
ers, or as office-bearers in the church of Chriſt, 
called to labour in word and-doctrine ;---all are 
rmitted, yea commanded, according to the 
ifterent ſpheres in which they move, to recom- 


mend Jeſus Chriſt to the faith and eſteem of 


others. | | 
Parents, in particular, have great encourage- 
ment from this doctrine to inſtruct their chit 


_ dren, and maſters their ſervants : --- encourage- 


ment to aim, not only at informing the judg- 
ment, but at reaching and affecting the heart. 
Through diligence, in this way, numbers have 
been brought to the kingdom of heaven, here 
children praiſe God that ever they were blefled 
with ſuch parents, and ſervants that they were 
bleſſed with ſuch maſters on earth.---Though the 
fruit of your endeavours, who are parents or 
maſters, may not appear to your comfort now, 
the ſeed of Godly inſtruction which = 
* OYY * | 19wn 


ſown may grow to a beautiful harveſt, after 
you are gathered to your fathers. ey 
If there is no other way. in which you can 
endeavour to bring ſinners to the kingdom of 
God, you may recommend _ Chriſt and Chri- 
ſtianity to others by the holineſs of your conver- 
ſation. Our Lord conſidered this as a very 
proper and probable, mean of ſalvation, when 
he {aid to his diſciples, Let your light ſo ſhine 
before men, that they may ſee your good 
« works, and glorify, your Father which is in 
« heaven.”--+As if he had ſaid, Walk worthy 
« of the vocation. wherewith you are called; 
« becauſe, in how far your practice ſhall give the 
« lie to your profeſſion, you will caſt a ſtum- 
bling block in the way of ſinners, and marr 
their acceſſion to the true church, either on 
« carth, or in heaven.” Nor is it in the leaſt 
improbable, that when the family of redemption 
are fully convened, it may appear how fre- 
quently the circumſpect behaviour of faints 
was a mean of conviction, converſion, and edi- 
fication to ſinner s. 1 12 
Nothing, we are aſſured, is more prejudicial 
to the ſucceſs of the goſpel, Ne even the 
wild Americans, than the irregular. lives of ma- 
ny who bear the Chriſtian name. And the ef- 
fect, upon ſinners, of a Chriſtian's not acting in 
character, muſt be the ſame in Europe as in any 
other diviſion of the globe, It wounds Chri- 
ſtianity under the fifth rib; ---- ſtrengthens the 
hands of open enemies; and, where others halt 
between two opinions, it ſeldom fails to caſt 
the balance on the ſide of infidelity. 
Though, therefore, you ſhould have no zeal 
or ambition to be inſtrumental in the conver- 
lion of ſinners; yet if you would not wiſh to 
have even an indirect hand in their final perdi- 
| | tion, 
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tion, make conſcience of ordering your conver- 
ſation aright. , | * 
Miniſters of the goſpel are more eſpecially 
encouraged, by the promiſe in our text, to ſtir 
up the gift that is in them, with a view to the 
converſion and falvation of Gentile finners.--- 
Though God hath not confined himſelf to par- 
ticular means, -in infinite wiſdom and ſove- 


reignty, he hath ſeen meet, more generally, 


moſt uſually, to ſave men by the fooliſhneſs 
of preaching. Our labours, indeed, may not 
always ſucceed to our with ; but they muſt not, 
on that account, be laid aſide; for no unſucceſs- 
fulneſs can juſtify the negle&t of our ſacred 
truſt. The harveſt is our Maſters, and he may 


reap when, where, and by whom he pleaſeth. 


Men's getting good by the goſpel, and our ha- 
ving acceſs to know it, are very different things; 
the former, we truſt, hath often place without 


the latter; and if the | Any end be reached, what 


though our Lord reſerve the fatisfattion to us 
of ſeeing it until our arrival at his Father's 
houſe ? And yet times of refreſhing, even upon 
earth, may be awaiting us, wherein God ſhall 
make us glad, according to the days in which 
we have Feet evil and had grief, Or, 
Though, for argument's fake, it were admit- 
ted, that ſome of us laboured altogether in vain, 


and ſpent our 1 wholly for nought;—if 


we are faithful in the diſcharge of our paſtoral 
duty, and continue fo unto death, we ſhall not 
loſe our reward. But how raviſhing the thought 
of ſucceeding in the work of the goſpel, as 
well as getting our own ſouls for a prey !— 
Would the numerous converſion of ſinners un- 
der our miniſtry, be in itſelf an unſpeakable 
reward of all our toils? How inconceivable, 
then, muſt the glory be, of ſhining forth in the 
| kingdom 
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kingdom of God, as the ſun, and as the ſtars 
for ever and ever | 

Since the cauſe is good, and the ſucceſs ſure; 
ſince the work is honourable, and the reward 
immenſe; let us exhibit line upon line, pre- 
cept upon precept, here a little, and there a 
little. Do our dear brethren in the American 
ſervice,-with a view to convert the forelorn na- 
tives, ſubmit to hardſhips unknown in our 
ſpheres of action? and ſhall we grudge to per- 
rt a much eaſier taſk, with a view to convert 
our own brethren and kinſmen— Do the very 
enemies of Chriſt compaſs ſea and land to en- 
| ſnare precious, but filly ſouls? and ſhall any 
ſtone on our part be left unturned, in order to 
break the ſnare wherein ſinners are caught, and 
effect their ſalvation! Fo: 
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Mr William Miller, Bookſeller in Edinburgh. 

Mr Robert Ruſſel, Merchant there. 

Mr George Langlands, Surgeon there. 

Mr William Ramſay of Preſton. 

Dr Patrick Cuming, one of the Miniſters of Edin- 
burgh. 

Mr William Wilſon of Soonhope, Writer in Edin 
burg h. 

Mr William Dickſon, Dyer in Edinburgh. 

Dr Alexander Webſter, one of the Miniſters: of 
Edinburgh. 

Mr William Tod jun. Merchant there. 

Mr Robert Scot-Moncrieff, Merchant there. 

Fames Smollet, Eſq; Sheriff-depute of the coun- 
ty of Dunbarton, and one of the Commiſſaries 
of Edinburgh. 

Joſeph Wilkamſon, Eſq; Advocate. 

= on Caw, depute Secretary to the Board 

Exciſe. 


